
June 26, 2009

His Excellency Wen Jiabao
Premier of the People’s Republic of China

Dear Premier Wen,

Your Excellency, we are writing about a matter of considerable urgency.  As heads of associations representing 
a wide cross-section of companies from around the world, we are committed to deepening and strengthening 
our trade and economic relations with China.  We applaud and respect your country’s determination to inte-
grate into the global economy and carve out its rightful place as an international technology leader.

China’s recent decision to mandate the inclusion of Green Dam Internet fi ltering software in all comput-
ers sold in China effective July 1, 2009, however, raises serious concerns for us and seems to run counter to 
China’s important goal of becoming a vibrant and dynamic information-based society.  More specifi cally, the 
Green Dam mandate raises signifi cant questions of security, privacy, system reliability, the free fl ow of infor-
mation and user choice.

We want to underscore that we recognize and support the use of effective and responsible parental controls.  
Yet the breadth, scope and technology-specifi c nature of the mandate veers markedly from global approaches 
and solutions.

Ensuring that our youth can enjoy the full benefi t of the Internet while keeping them out of harm’s way 
through parental controls is an important objective we all share.  Global industry would very much welcome 
the opportunity to engage in a meaningful dialogue with your government on how to best advance this goal.    

We therefore urge the Chinese government to reconsider implementing the Green Dam requirements and 
propose that we engage in a healthy and open dialogue on parental controls.

Respectfully, 

John Watkins
Chairman
American Chamber of Commerce 
in the People’s Republic of China (AmCham-China)

John J. Castellani
President
Business Roundtable (BRT)

Robert W. Holleyman, II
President and CEO
Business Software Alliance (BSA)

John Shou
Managing Director
Canada China Business Council (CCBC)

 

Bob Vastine
President
Coalition of Service Industries (CSI)

Todd Thibodeaux
President and CEO
Computing Technology Industry Association (CompTIA)
 



Michael C. Maibach
President and CEO
European-American Business Council (EABC)

 

Joerge Wuttke
President
European Union Chamber of Commerce in China (EUCCC)

Dean C. Garfi eld
President
Information Technology Industry Council (ITI)

 

Naoki Aoyama
Secretary General
Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry in China 

Tsutomu Handa
President
Japan Electronics and Information Technology Industries As-
sociation (JEITA)

John Engler
President and CEO
National Association of Manufacturers (NAM)

Bill Reinsch
President
National Foreign Trade Council (NFTC)

George Scalise
President
Semiconductor Industry Association (SIA)

Ken Wasch
President
Software & Information Industry 
Association (SIIA)

Christopher W. Hansen
Chief Executive Offi cer
TechAmerica

Grant Seiffert
President
Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA)

Peter Robinson
President and CEO
United States Council for International Business (USCIB)

Thomas J. Donohue
President and CEO
U.S. Chamber of Commerce

John Frisbie
President
U.S.-China Business Council (USCBC)

Gary Shapiro
President and CEO
Consumer Electronics Association (CEA)

 

Calman J. Cohen
President
Emergency Committee for American Trade (ECAT)
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